








CE DEPT: 





Heten Anverson, Melrose, Mass. 
KaTHERINE E. AnpvERsoNn, Portland, Ore. 
JOSEPHINE BAUMGARTNER, Salem, Ore. 
Rosert A. Canny, Denver, Colo. 
Jack pg Charlottesville, Va. 
Mitton A. Drescuer, Milwaukee, Wis. 
FalTH Ag GREEN, Pasadena, Calif. 
HELEN 


Subscription Books 
Bulletin 


Committee on Subscription Books, American Library Association 


HH 


Ruts W. Grecory, Waukegan, III. 
C. Irene Harner, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Lucire KELLING, Lng oot 1, N. C. 
Foster M. PaumMer, bridge, Mass. 
Donatpa Putnam, Toronto, Ontario 
Vera W. Scnorr, Cleveland, Ohio 

S. Sxrrr, Cleveland, Ohio 


MARGARET 
Focxe, Case School of Applied Science, Cleveland, Ohio, Chairman 











voL. 17 





Biographical Encyclopedia 


SN IE Ee oie loved owe dino 5 Nico bp ae 25 
Chemical Formulary................... 26 
Dictionary of Foreign Trade........... 28 
Encyclopedia of Business 

Information Sources................. 28 
Grolier Encyclopedia.................. 30 
Henley’s Twentieth Century 

Book of Formulas.................-. 32 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Juty 1946 no. 3 
History of World War II............... 34 
Public Relations Directory 
and Yearbook.................+.+++ 34 
Smithsonian Series.................... 35 
Universal World Reference 
Encyclopedia .................20000. 37 
World’s Great Events................. 39 





Biographical Encyclopedia of the World. 
3d ed. 32cm. New York, Institute for 
Research in Biography, Inc., 1946. iii, 
51, 1216p. illus. fabrikoid $25. 

The Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World consists of over 20,000 articles in 
“who’s who” style on outstanding liv- 
ing men and women in all countries. 
The first (1940) edition was reviewed 
in the July 1940 Subscription Books 
Bulletin, but no copy of it nor of the 
second edition was available for com- 
parison with the one under review. As 
in the original edition. no authorities 
are named, neither editors nor contrib- 
utors, and there is no indication of the 
personnel of the Institute for Research 
in Biography. The preface states: “The 


REVIEWS 


aid of leading authorities in many fields 
was obtained, as well as the cooperation 
of responsible heads of government 
bureaus and departments. . . .” No 
charge of any kind was made for the 
inclusion of any biography or photo- 
graph. The practice of including 
sketches in foreign languages, cited as 
a fault by the Committee in 1940, has 
been discontinued. 

The new arrangement is unusual. 
Following an alphabetical index, the 
body of the book is divided into thir- 
teen subject groups, including Govern- 
ment, Business, Law, Medicine, Educa- 
tion, Religion, Science, Literature, 
Music, Radio, Stage and Screen, Art, 
Engineering and Armed Forces. A final 
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section covers “Leaders in Other Fields 
and Addenda.” The groups vary in 
size from Government and Business, 
approximately 200 pages each, to Art 
33 pages, and Radio, Stage and Screen 
21 pages. Within the groups, arrange- 
ment is neither alphabetical nor in 
order of importance. Possibly the ar- 
rangement is determined by the prac- 
tice, stressed in the preface, of not 
permitting any articles to be carried 
over from one page to the next, and 
by the fact that the 3,000 photographs 
stand each at the head of a column im- 
mediately above the subject. 

The biographies vary extremely in 
fullness from a couple of lines giving 
only title of present position and ad- 
dress to sketches of 100 lines or more. 
The plan which determines the length 
of the biographies is hard to discover. 
Of the 40 very brief identification 
entries which appear in the first 80 
pages, nearly two thirds were located 
in other sources with some difficulty. 
About ten, e.g., John C. Vivian, gover- 
nor of Colorado, were dealt with fully 
in other who’s whos; of the unusually 
long articles, some were of outstanding 
men, e.g., Haile Selassie, Harold Ickes, 
Charles De Gaulée; others were of 
lesser figures, as Jorge Valdes Musters, 
Bolivian minister to Uruguay, and A. J. 
De Vleeschauwer, member of the Bel- 
gian cabinet. 

There are a number of glaring omis- 
sions. Outstanding among these were 
T. S. Eliot, Somerset Maugham, Peter 
Arno, Martin Nieméller, W. H. Auden, 
Siegfried Sassoon, Walter de la Mare, 
Charles Lindbergh. 

The section “Who’s Important in 
Art” was checked for geographical pro- 
portions, which were as follows: United 
States 210 entries, British Common- 
wealth 97, Europe 123, Latin America 
47, Asia 7. The thirteen Canadian 


artists included showed the following 
representation: nine painters and sculp- 
tors, two architects, two curators, but 
omitted such leading persons as A. Y. 
Jackson, Emanuel Hahn, Lauren Har- 
ris, Arthur Lismer, and others. Hence 
the coverage for this section is mis- 
leading. 

“Who’s Important in Literature” is 
made up of some 100 poets, over 200 
editors and journalists and nearly 350 
others. Not only novelists and essay- 
ists are listed, but occasionally special- 
ized writers on statistics, publicity, 
birds, business research, history. Each 
article in this section carries a list of 
publications, varying in completeness, 
sometimes with dates, sometimes even 
with classifications as “novel,” “poems.” 

The book checks in accuracy with 
other, authoritative who’s whos, and 
it appears up to date, citing appoint- 
ments as recent as November 1945. A 
comparison with the 1945 Political 
Handbook of the World and Current 
Biography was satisfactory. 

The type is small, but clear, with a 
few blurred lines. There are four 
columns to a page. The large size of 
the book, though, is awkward. Photo- 
graphs are not uniform in clearness, 
and some are many years out of date. 

The Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World is useful for its many up-to-date 
entries not easily found elsewhere. But 
the abundance of detail in some articles, 
the paucity in others and the omission 
of prominent individuals give an un- 
reliable perspective of importance 
within each subject field. It is recom- 
mended only as supplementary bio- 
graphical material where needed. 


The Chemical Formulary; a collection 
of valuable, timely, practical com- 
mercial formulae and recipes for 
making thousands of products in 
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many fields of industry; Harry 
Bennett, editor-in-chief. 7v. 22cm. 
Brooklyn, Chemical Publishing Co., 
Inc., 1933-1945. cloth $6 each. 

Cumulative Index for v.I-VI. c1944. 


$4. 


This extensive collection of recipes 
and formulas contains a wealth of in- 
formation for the manufacturing and 
processing industries. Seven volumes 
have been published to date and since 
new volumes are coming out annually, 
apparently the set will be continued in- 
definitely. The set brings together 
specific information on processes which 
is widely scattered throughout the vast 
literature of technology, material that 
might be difficult to find without its aid. 
The formulas are gleaned from books, 
periodicals, and patent literature; those 
covered by patents are indicated by 


asterisks in the first volume and by 


the patent number in the subsequent 
volumes. 

The recipes are grouped by broad 
subjects: Adhesives, Beverages, Cos- 
metics and Drugs, Emulsions and Col- 
loids, Food Products, Inks, Leather and 
Fur, Lubricants, Metals and Alloys, 
Paint, Varnish, Lacquer, Paper, 
Photography, Polishes, Pyrotechnics, 
Plastics, Resins, Rubber, Wax, Soap 
and Cleaners, Textiles and Fibers, and 
a section of miscellaneous recipes. The 
same general subjects are used in all 
the volumes, but material is not dupli- 
cated. Each volume is complete in 
itself, but possession of the whole set 
increases the choice and variety of 
formulas. 

Each volume has its own special index 
to specific recipes. A cumulative index 
to the first three volumes is found in 
the third volume, and a separate cumu- 
lative index to the first six volumes has 
been prepared. Since each is indexed 


separately, the cumulative index is a 
convenience but not an absolute neces- 
sity. 

Useful miscellaneous information is 
included at the end of each volume, 
i.e, Abbreviations, Substitutes, Table 
of Weights and Measures, Conversion 
Table, Approximate pH Values, Tem- 
perature Conversion Table, and long 
lists of Chemicals and Supplies and 
Trade-Name Chemicals both keyed to 
alphabetical lists of dealers in chemi- 
cals. A list of the Board of Editors con- 
tains the names and business affiliations 
of about sixty contributors. 

The set is designed for the trained 
commercial chemist or technical work- 
er, but can also be of value to the 
layman. However, the editor says in his 
preface: “To the layman, it is suggested 
that he arrange for the services of a 
chemist or technical worker familiar 
with the specific field in which he is 
interested. Although this involves an 
expense, it will insure quicker and 
better formulation without waste of 
time and materials.” 

The compiler’s habit of using trade 
names instead of standard chemical 
terminology might be misleading to the 
layman. Ordering a chemical by its 
trade name, the buyer might uninten- 
tionally limit his business to the prod- 
uct of that one company, when he 
should have a choice of firms from 
which to obtain a high-grade product. 
When chemical names are given the 
form is not always consistent, as some- 
times they are written chemical sym- 
bols and other times not. 

The quality of the paper and binding 
is satisfactory, but margins are narrow. 

The Chemical Formulary contains 
material similar to that found in Hen- 
ley’s Twentieth Century Book of 
Formulas, Processes and Trade Secrets, 
also reviewed in this issue, but it has 
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the advantage of being more modern 
and up to date as well as more detailed. 
Since its compilation is an expensive 
undertaking, the price while high may 
be justified. It is recommended for 


large libraries and for medium-sized 
public libraries that can afford it. 


Dictionary of Foreign Trade; by Frank 
Henius. 24cm. New York, Prentice- 
Hall, Inc., 1946. xxiii, 745p. cloth $10. 


This new reference book on foreign 
trade has been written particularly 
for an anticipated large number of 
new entrants into foreign commerce 
and for peoples of foreign countries 
having commercial dealings with the 
United States. The author has pub- 
lished other books on the subject in- 
cluding The A B C of Foreign Trade 
and Latin American Trade: How to Get 
and Hold It. 

The title gives a good indication of 
the subject scope of the work, but in 
form it is more than a dictionary. In 
addition to defining terms, it has many 
of the characteristics of an encyclo- 
pedia and a manual, giving discussions 
of subjects and descriptions of pro- 
cedures. For example, credit man is 
merely defined; import broker is dis- 
cussed at length; and under drawback 
settlement instructions are given for 
obtaining a drawback. These fuller 
treatments make the book much more 
useful than a dictionary strictly limited 
to definitions. 

The last third of the volume contains 
facsimiles of specimen forms, of great 
value in a field which abounds with 
formidable paper work. Page refer- 
ences are’ made to and from the corre- 
sponding sections of the text. 

A few pages of abbreviations in 
English, Spanish, German, and French 
precede the main portion of the book. 


Some abbreviations are also given in 
the main alphabet, grouped at the be- 
ginning of each letter. 

Consistency in forms of entry and 
cross references is not impeccable. 
There is a reference from blocked ex- 
change to exchange, blocked, but not 
from blocked account to account, 
blocked. Airwaybill, written as one 
word, appears as a see reference to air 
transportation, but not to the two-word 
entry, air waybill, which is the form 
used. In the article on customs guards 
the reader is directed to see smuggling, 
where there is nothing but a see ref- 
erence to contraband. 

The book is well bound in dark red 
cloth, although the margins are too 
narrow for adequate rebinding. The 
print on the two-column page is clear 
and legible. 

The errors pointed out above are 
minor defects in a valuable, authori- 
tative reference work which seems to 
be well suited to the needs of those for 
whom the book is intended. The Dic- 
tionary of Foreign Trade is recom- 
mended for libraries and for firms and 
individuals interested in the subject. 


Encyclopedia of Business Information 
Sources; comp. by the National Re- 
search Bureau, Inc. 2v. 29cm. Chicago, 
The National Research Bureau, Inc., 
[1946]. loose-leaf $30; supplements 
$10 annually. 

According to the directions for its 
use, “The primary purpose of the En- 
cyclopedia is to give the business ex- 
ecutive basic source information—it 
tells where to go to secure information 
promptly on the many problems that 
confront the executive daily.” This set 
originally sold for $60, but with the 
second printing the price was changed 
to $30. Publishers expect to issue an- 
nual supplements. 
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The work is divided into two 
volumes. Volume 1 contains sources 
of information on the following general 
business classifications: Finance, Labor, 
Marketing, Public Utilities, Transpor- 
tation, Management, Foreign Trade, 
Agriculture in its Relation to Business. 
Also included in volume 1 is a Govern- 
ment Contact List which is divided into 
two parts. Part one has two sections, 
one listing government agencies by 
subject, the other describing their 
activities. Part two indicates the meth- 
ods by which information on general 
business problems may be secured from 
the consulting service of the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
Volume 2 of the Encyclopedia is a di- 
rectory of sources of information on 
specific types of business and industry 
classified by broad subjects, e.g., Auto- 
motive, Construction, Machinery, Office 
Equipment, Chemicals, and Drugs. 


In both volumes the subject classi- 
fications are broken down into sub- 
divisions, more than two hundred in 
all. The material under each classifica- 
tion is grouped into four main headings: 
United States Government Sources, 
Trade Associations, Business Directo- 
ries and Handbooks, and Trade Publica- 
tions. In some instances the broad 
subject classifications are so minutely 
divided that there is an unnecessary 
repetition of material under closely re- 
lated headings. 


The subject headings are not always 
easily distinguished from the entries 


which follow as there is no extra 
spacing between and the same size type 
is used throughout. When the material 
on a specific subject is continued on 
the next page, the second page omits 
the subject heading. The material 
under the various headings is not al- 
ways alphabetically arranged and the 


same information occasionally appears 
twice under the same heading. 

There is an extensive index by small 
topics with see and see also references 
in the first section of volume 1. Incon- 
sistencies appear both in the use of 
cross references and in the subject 
headings of the index; for example: 
Steel scrap see Scrap iron; actually the 
material appears under Iron, scrap. 
Both Auto registrations, under which 
two government agencies are indexed, 
and Registrations, auto, under which 
all the material is located, are used. 
Similarly, some material is included 
under both the headings Cars, used and 
Used cars. There is a heading Trans- 
missions see Power transmissions, but 
there is no material indexed under that 
heading. 

The bibliographic information shows 
the need of more careful editing. The 
entries ordinarily do not give the date 
of publication, or its price and fre- 
quency and in some cases names of 
publishers are omitted. Some title en- 
tries are inverted, e.g., the Handbook 
of Labor Unions, by Florence Peterson, 
is listed on page 1404 as Labor Unions 
Handbook. A further evidence of the 
need for better editorial supervision is 
found on page 2311 where the Electro- 
typers and Stereotypers Bulletin is 
listed as a trade publication for Electric 
Power Industry. 

References included are not always 
the most recent and a few periodicals 
which have suspended publication are 
listed with no indication that they are 
no longer current. As a source on 
Arbitration the Handbook of Labor 
Statistics, 1936, is listed although there 
is a 1941 edition of this Handbook. Be- 
cause of the lack of dates it would be 
impossible to tell if the sources are for 
current information or historical back- 
ground. 
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Valuable sources are omitted in some 
categories. For instance, under Chemi- 
cals and Drugs there is no mention of 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce publication, Industrial Ref- 
erence Service, Pt. 2. Chemicals, Drugs, 
and Pharmaceuticals, which is a useful 
source in this field. 

Part of the set is printed while the 
remainder is reproduced from type- 
written copy. Because of the methods 
used in printing, one side of the page 
is blank. In addition to tabs, which 
indicate the sections, different colors 
of paper are used to set off some of the 
sections. The set has the physical ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of the 
loose-leaf system. Typographical errors 
are occasionally found, The printing is 
clear. 

The Encyclopedia, properly edited 
and compiled, would prove useful to 
large public and business libraries as a 
handbook and a guide to certain types 
of business literature and as a direc- 
tory to trade associations, although the 
information it contains is almost all 
available in other publications. For ex- 
ample, the section on Federal agencies 
in volume 1 appears to be a reprint of 
a pamphlet called Digest of the Func- 
tions of Federal Agencies distributed 
free by OWI, yet no acknowledgment to 
that effect is made. In view of its price 
and because of its inconsistencies, lack 
of uniformity, and poor bibliographic 
details the Encyclopedia of Business In- 
formation Sources is not recommended. 


Grolier Encyclopedia; ed. by S. Edgar 


Farquhar. l1lv. New York, The 
Grolier Society, Inc., 1945. c1931-1945. 
artcraft binding $69.50. 


This work first appeared in 1931 as 
the Doubleday Encyclopedia, and was 
the American adaptation of the English 


encyclopedia, Harmsworth’s Universal, 
c1920, 1922 (both reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, April 1931). Other 
reviews appeared in the Bulletin, July 
1932, and October 1940. In 1941 the 
Grolier Society took over the publica- 
tion, and brought out an edition in 1943. 
The name was changed to Grolier En- 
cyclopedia in the 1944 edition. Accord- 
ing to the preface, this encyclopedia 
has been made and revised from the 
standpoint of the general reader. 

The Grolier Society has embarked on 
a policy of signed articles, but as yet 
many of the longer ones are unsigned. 
Over five hundred contributors are list- 
ed, many of whom are responsible for 
only one article. 

There is still evidence of British bias, 
chiefly in material not revised for a 
long time. Although the new article 
on Nehru is fair to the Indian point of 
view, the articles on India and the 
British Empire take much space to 
justify British conquests and methods 
in India. Labor articles are fair, with 
the exception of a few old ones, e.g., 
Strikes and Lockouts which present 
strikers as hoodlums. The article on 
the Church of England covers over five 
columns, while that on the Catholic 
Church covers only three columns. 

The publishers report 6197 changes 
since they took over the set in 1941. 
These include census figures, biog- 
raphies, railroads, aeronautics, colleges 
and societies in the United States, ma- 
terial in Latin America, astronomy, and 
medicine. 

The 1945 changes are: 90 biograph- 
ical articles, 33 geographical, 5 on state 
universities, and others including cyclo- 
tron, jet propulsion, mass spectrom- 
eter, and Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Entries which one might expect to 
find, but which are omitted, include 
Goebbels, Franco, Nylon, Hirohito, 
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New Deal—Nylon and Hirohito, how- 
ever, will appear in the 1946 edition. 
Current information has not been added 
to the articles on Atom, Neon, Nobel 
Prize (1932), to name a few examples. 

An analysis of the 139 changes in 
volume 4 (D-FON, 566p.) indicates 
the nature of the revision. The editors 
state that 2 articles were authenticated, 
i.e., examined and initialed, but not 
changed, 14 were rewritten, and 123 
were revised. Examination reveals that 
11 of the 14 were rewritten, and to the 
remaining 3 one item of information 
was added. 

Of the 123 reported revised, 12 show 
no change; 20 have merely omitted 
or rephrased material to make room 
for new articles; 66 have slight revi- 
sion, and 25 have extensive revision. 
The 66 slight revisions consist of a 
new population figure, a new date, a 
new or changed cross reference, one 
or two new titles in the bibliography, 
the correction of an error, or italicizing 
of book titles. In a few articles, more 
than one of these slight changes were 
made. 

The revision effected thus far pro- 
duces some unsatisfactory results. For 
example, the articles on England, Great 
Britain, United Kingdom lack correla- 
tion. It is hoped that the editors’ an- 
nounced plan of continuous revision 
will provide for changes in these arti- 
cles in future editions. 

Completely adequate revision is lack- 
ing in some biographical articles. An 
analysis of volume 1, for example, 
shows many more entries for persons 
prominent before 1900 than for out- 
standing figures since that date. 

An effort has been made to bring 
geographical material up to date. Many 
new population figures have been in- 
serted from the United States census 
for 1940 and from other sources for 


foreign countries. All state articles 
have been rewritten. Although an un- 
usual number of cities and towns are 
entered, material on many of them is 
brief and some are given longer treat- 
ment than their size or importance 
would seem to justify. For example, 
Circleville, Ohio, population 7982, has 
nearly as much space as Columbus, 
Ohio, population 306,078, and Roches- 
ter, England, has a longer article than 
the larger city of Rochester, New York. 
Although a few titles have been 
changed in bibliographies, there are 
still many which show no recent titles. 
Refrigeration, Costume, American Civil 
War in the article on United States, 
have no references since 1931. No 
books about Mark Twain written after 
1931 are listed, although six important 
publications appeared from 1932-43. 
The general arrangement and make- 
up of the set is confusing. Material for 
the most part is treated in brief arti- 
cles on small specific topics. In many 
of the longer articles a method of 
using subheadings and headlines has 
been adopted which makes scanning for 
quick reference difficult. The subhead- 
ings are inserted in capitals and in a 
running line with the text, while the 
headlines appear more or less at ran- 
dom on separate lines. Their use is 
misleading to the reader since they 
are not used to subdivide topics within 
an article. For example, in the article 
on North America, the headline Cham- 
plain and Quebec is followed by Negro 
Problem, although all the interven- 
ing material is not concerned with 
Champlain. Neither headlines nor head- 
ings are used to separate the material 
following the paragraph on the Negro. 
Alphabetizing is letter by letter and 
frequent errors can be found, e.g., 
Johnson, Emory, Johnson, Edward; 
and Fredericksburg, Fredericton, Fred- 
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ericksberg. In some cases the alpha- 
betizing is disturbed by the insertion 
of large, double-column headings, e.g., 
War, World I appears after Wappinger, 
but is followed by World War II, a 
large special heading, which appears 
also in the word guides at the tops 
of twenty-nine pages. The alphabetiz- 
ing then returns to War and Peace, 
Waratah, etc., and does not again 
reach Wo- for 70 pages. Although the 
general practice seems to be to arrange 
names of people before other headings 
beginning with the same words, the 
‘headings are sometimes mingled, e.g., 
Ford, Henry; Ford Industrial Schools; 
Ford, John; Ford, P. L.; Ford, W. C.; 
Fordham University. 

Cross references from entry to entry 
are few, and are indicated by see. 
There are many further references, 
indicated by see, occasionally by see 
also, and by q.v. within the text. There 
are occasional blind references, e.g., 
Nejd, see (also) Iraq, although the 
entry referred to is spelled Irak. 

Because bibliographies are not al- 
ways listed in separate paragraphs fol- 
lowing the text, this practice leads to 
confusion between bibliographies and 
cross references. The confusion is fur- 
ther aggravated by the fact that book 
titles appear sometimes italicized, some- 
times in quotation marks or merely 
capitalized. 

A new and enlarged index has been 
provided. It is useful in locating infor- 
mation for which there is no separate 
entry in the text, e.g., Haile Selassie, 
Goering, Quizling, Nazi, Pyralin. 
Sometimes, however, the material thus 
located is extremely. brief, e.g., Post, 
Emily, has a reference merely to the 
title of her book. Many entries in the 
index are identified or defined by a 
word or two given in parentheses and 
pronunciation is indicated. 


The new 128 page atlas has good, 
clear, colored maps. 


The format has not improved greatly 
since the 1936 edition. The small type 
is clear, but the solid three-column 
page is not easy to read because of the 
crowding of type and lack of space 
between articles. The full-page photo- 
graphs and colored plates on coated 
paper are good. The small black and 
white photographs, maps, and draw- 
ings are, on the whole, dark and 
blurred. Some of them are so poor as 
to be indistinguishable, e.g, Verdun, 
Ramsay MacDonald, Samarkand. Paper 
is opaque but slightly gray. Even mak- 
ing allowances for the paper, one can- 
not escape the conclusion that many 
of the plates must be worn. 


Analysis of the Encyclopedia shows 
that where changes have been made, 
by revision or by added topics, ac- 
count has not always been taken of 
related articles on a subject. This may 
be due to the difficulties involved in 
continuous encyclopedia revision, dis- 
cussed in the editorial in the April 1946 
issue of the Bulletin; nevertheless, the 
Committee feels that this is a decided 
weakness in the set under review. 
Good binding and new colored plates 
do not make up for the unsatisfactory 
arrangement and out-of-date material. 
There is a great need for an adequate 
modern encyclopedia of this size and 
price range. Although commendable 
changes have been made, some new 
material added and a good program for 
continuous revision formulated, the edi- 
tors have not yet produced a completely 
adequate encyclopedia. For these rea- 
sons, the Grolier Encyclopedia is not 
recommended for first purchase: 


Henley’s Twentieth Century Book of 
Formulas, Processes and Trade Se- 
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crets; a valuable reference book for 
the home, factory, office, laboratory 
and the workshop .. .; ed. by Gardner 
D. Hiscox. 1945 rev. and enl. ed. by 
T. O’Conor Sloane. 22cm. New York, 
Norman W. Henley Publishing Co. 
c1945. 867p. and indexes. $4. 


Henley’s Twentieth Century Book of 
Formulas is probably one of best- 
known books of formulas and recipes. 
About 10,000 formulas are grouped by 
broad subjects, alphabetically arranged, 
such as, Adhesives, Alloys, Beverages, 
Celluloid, Ceramics, Cleaning Prepara- 
tions and Methods, Cosmetics, Dyes, 
Enameling, Essences and Extracts, 
Glass, Hair Preparations, Inks, Insecti- 
cides, Leather, Metals, Paints, Photog- 
raphy, Plating, Polishes, Rubber, Soaps, 
Varnishes, Waterproofing, Wines and 
Liquors, and Wood. An index by spe- 
cific headings is provided to enable the 
reader to find formulas which are not 
easily located under the general sub- 
ject. Supplementary information in- 
cludes a glossary of chemicals and a 
discussion of useful workshop and labo- 
ratory methods. 


This is the latest “revision” of the 
book which was originally published in 
1907. It has been frequently reissued 
since that date. The long list of copy- 
right dates noted on the back of the 
title page would seem to indicate many 
revisions, but this is actually not the 
case. A page-by-page comparison of 
the 1907 edition with the current vol- 
ume clearly shows that the revisions 
consist largely of omissions of obsolete 
cross references to make room for the 
insertion of a formula or a recipe. 
Except for these minor changes and a 
few interlarded pages numbered A, B, 
C, D, to give them sequence, it seems 
apparent that the same plates have 
been used to print the 1945 edition 


that were used in the 1907 edition. 
These changes have been scattered 
through the various editions down 
through the years. 

The 1937 and later editions include 
a supplement of about 70 pages of 
“Recent Developments not Classified 
Elsewhere,” which is indexed in a sup- 
plement to the general index. In the 
1944 edition, the section on Photogra- 
phy was completely revised and en- 
larged; the material that did not fit 
into the original space, pages 523 to 
555, of the older edition was continued 
in the supplement. Ten pages of mate- 
rial on plastics were also added. The 
only revision found in the 1945 com- 
pared with the 1944 edition is the addi- 
tion of two pages on plastics in the 
supplement. 


Since practically everything that was 
in the original 1907 edition is still in 
the current volume, there are many 
out-of-date formulas in the book and 
the chemical terminology is often out- 
moded. The inclusion of such material 
might be justified, however, inasmuch 
as many of the old formulas are still 
useful. Little or no mention is found 
of the thousands of synthetic materials 
that have come into common use dur- 
ing the past forty years. New subjects 
such as luminescent liquids, processes 
of dyeing nylon and other synthetic 
fibers, fluorescent minerals and salts 
to name a few offhand do not appear. 


Paper and print are good, but the 
narrow margins would make rebinding 
difficult. 


In spite of the defects the book does 
contain much information of value to 
the user who knows how to select his 
materials and methods and when to 
reject obsolete processes. The section 
on Photography may make the book 
worth its cost to those who do not 
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already own the 1944 edition. The 1945 
edition is recommended with these 
reservations. 


History of World War Il; by Francis 
Trevelyan Miller, with a board of 
historical and military authorities. 
23cm. Iowa Falls, Iowa, Riverside 
Book and Bible House, c1945. x, 966p. 
ports. maps. cloth $5. 


The author states that he was assisted 
by a board of historical and military 
analysts in cooperation with two hun- 
dred historical and military authorities 
from thirty nations. These names are 
listed at the end of the book under 
“Authorities and Official Sources.” Re- 
ports, proclamations and official com- 
muniqués were used as source ma- 
terial, according to the foreword, al- 
though no bibliographies are given. 
The author claims that “this is the first 
history of World War II to present a 
complete panorama of the greatest 
struggle in human history, with authen- 
tic text, official photographs, maps, rec- 
ords, in a single volume.” 

The book begins with the victory of 
the United Nations and a brief con- 
sideration of the causes and results of 
the war and the significance of the 
advent of the atomic age. After a dis- 
cussion of the historical scenes at the 
surrender of Japan the text goes back 
to an analysis of Hitler’s rise to power 
and the factors in the Nazi plot for 
world conquest. From there on the 
course of the war is followed as it 
spread from country to country, but 
not always chronologically. The his- 
tory of the Russo-Finnish conflict, for 
example, follows the chapter on Pearl 
Harbor. 

Each phase of the war is taken up in 
single chapters which range from three 
to fifteen pages in length. The Table 


of Contents lists 102 chapters. The 
space limitations have restricted the 
amount of detail in each, but the over- 
all picture of the war has been very 
ably presented. A twenty-three page 
chronology follows the text. 


There are eight sections of pictures 
inserted into the text which are excel- 
lent for clarity of reproduction and for 
historical record but their value is 
nullified since there is no list of illus- 
trations or index. 


There is no indication of the location 
of the black and white maps scattered 
throughout the text. These maps are 
on the whole clear and usable, but in 
a few instances as in the case of the 
“Scene of the Allied Advances in the 
Rhineland,” page 773, the details are 
too poorly reproduced to be legible. 


The paper, type. and binding are 
satisfactory. 


The author has produced a readable 
history of World War II, but it is not 
one which can be considered as a ref- 
erence tool. Considerable authentic and 
valuable historical data is to be found 
but the organization of material does 
not, lend itself to effective use. There 
is no indexing of any kind and the text 
is not always chronologically arranged. 
Because of this fact, the History of 
World War II is not recommended for 
purchase for reference use. 


Public Relations Directory and Year- 
book; ed. by Karl E. Ettinger. v.1. 
23.5 cm. Public Relations Directory 
and Yearbook, Inc., 1945. viii, 855p. 
$15 (including supplements). 


According to a note following the 
foreword, this is the 1945-46 edition. 
Subsequent volumes will be published 
annually with supplements issued in 
the interim. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





Juty 1946 35 





The book is a combination of a hand- 
book of information on public relations 
methods and a directory of agencies in 
the field. The first half is devoted to 
a miscellaneous collection of articles 
and data selected to aid the public rela- 
tions staff. An editorial section of 
some fifty-seven articles by specialists 
discusses the various types and aspects 
of the work. A detailed calendar of 
featured weeks and days, birthdays, 
memorial days and other dated events 
provides suggestions for publicity; and 
the ethical codes of such professions as 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters and the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors are included. 

The directory, which comprises the 
latter half of the volume, gives the 
names and addresses of the public rela- 
tions officers of a wide variety of 
organizations and institutions, includ- 
ing advertising agencies, research or- 
ganizations, business firms, chambers of 
commerce, trade associations and pro- 
fessional organizations, schools, colleges 
and other educational institutions, fed- 
eral, state and city offices, and others. 
Libraries are included among charity, 
religious and other non-profit organi- 
zations. Also listed are the editors of 
house magazines, radio commentators, 
newspaper syndicates and picture serv- 
ices, and services for the public rela- 
tions profession. 

Arrangement is by type of organiza- 
tion, then alphabetically by state. Agen- 
cies of nationwide scope are listed un- 
der the state in which they have their 
headquarters so that the user must 
refer to the index in order to find the 
information about them. 

There is evidence of haste and expe- 
diency in the arrangement and it is 
to be hoped that later editions will 
be more carefully prepared. The Table 
of Contents is in two sections, one for 


the editorial section and the other for 
the directory. The first is followed by 
the note: “For further contents see 
table at end of editorial section,” with 
no page reference. Several pages of 
advertising intervene between the edi- 
torial section and the second table of 
contents making the latter difficult to 
locate. 

The alphabetical index includes per- 
sonal and firm names, with group head- 
ings, such as Advertising agencies, in 
large type. Some of the entries are 
not well selected; for example, Agri- 
cultural extension service, a feature 
of many state colleges, refers only to 
the agricultural extension service of the 
State College of Washington. As there 
is no entry under Washington State 
College, the user of the directory would 
need considerable imagination to lo- 
cate the information. 

The paper is of rather poor quality, 
probably due to wartime limitations, 
and the print is small but clear and 
legible. The binding of black fabrikoid 
is satisfactory. 

The Directory seems to have been 
compiled from questionnaires sent to 
subscribers, business firms and other 
organizations and coverage is extreme- 
ly uneven. For example only two ad- 
vertising agencies are listed for the 
entire state of Ohio. Later editions may, 
of course, include many more entries. 
The book does contain useful informa- 
tion, however, particularly in the calen- 
dar of events section. Public Relations 
Directory and Yearbook is recom- 
mended for large public libraries hav- 
ing public relations officers or serving 
business and industrial firms. 


The Smithsonian Series; ed. by Charles 
Greeley Abbot, secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 12v. New 
York, Series Publishers, Inc., c1929, 
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1934, 1938, 1943, 1944. illus. pl. buck- 
ram $5.79 ea., set $69.50; fabrikoid 
$99; sturdite $129; leather $198. 


The Smithsonian Series, formerly 
published as the Smithsonian Scientific 
Series, was noted in Subscription Books 
Bulletin in April and July 1930, and 
was reviewed more thoroughly in April 
1934. 

The set was prepared under the 
authorship of various members of the 
Smithsonian Institution staff and sold 
through an organization, the Smith- 
sonian Institution Series, Inc., for the 
express purpose of raising money for 
the Institution. 

The publication, the quality of which 
was praised very highly when first 
issued, was criticized for its extremely 
high price ($98-$198) and because in- 
dividual volumes were not available 
separately. The present edition is being 
offered by Series Publishers, Inc., at 


a considerable reduction in price, $69.50 
for the set and $5.79 for each individual 
volume. 


The twelve volumes cover the major 
fields of scientific activity in which the 
Smithsonian Institution is interested 
and each has been written by members 
of the staff who are leaders in their 
fields. There is no attempt to cover 
the whole field of science, but the set 
presents the knowledge gathered by 
the work of a great museum in a form 
understandable and interesting to the 
layman. Each volume is a unit in itself 
as a partial list of contents indicates: 
v.l, The Smithsonian Institution, by 
Webster Prentiss True; v.2, The Sun 
and the Welfare of Man, by Charles 
Greeley Abbot; v.3, Minerals from 
Earth and Sky; The Story of Meteor- 
ites, by George P. Merrill; Gems and 
Gem Materials, by William F. Foshag; 
v.4, The North American Indians, by 


Rose A. Palmer; v.5, Insects; Their 
Ways and Means of Living, by Robert 
E. Snodgrass. 


The present edition has been some- 
what revised by the original authors of 
the volumes. Revision is chiefly in the 
form of new final chapters on recent 
activities, changes in certain appen- 
dices, bibliography, and minor correc- 
tions and insertions in the text. The 
following statement recently made by 
the Smithsonian Institution has been 
verified and found to summarize the 
revisions quite accurately, even mod- 
estly: 

“Voll, A new chapter entitled ‘Re- 
cent Smithsonian Activities’ ... nu- 
merous minor changes . . . Vol.2, A 
large number of minor corrections. . . . 
Rather extensive changes in the text 
and illustrations were made in chap- 
ters 7 and 9. Vol.3, Appendix II, from 
pages 115 to 154, was completely re- 
written . . . Vol.4, Statistics brought 
up to date on page 292. Vol.5, Part of 
discussion of the periodical cicada on 
pages 216 and 217 rewritten. Vol.6, 
Minor changes throughout the book. 
A new chapter was added—chapter 23 
—entitled ‘After Twelve Years’... 
Vol.7, A new chapter—chapter 18— 
entitled ‘New Discoveries Regarding 
Ancient Man’ was added. A few minor 
changes . . . Vol.8, A very few minor 
corrections . . . Vol.9, Only very minor 
corrections made... Vol.10, 11, and 12, 
Only a few minor changes.” 


On the whole, knowledge in the fields 
covered by these volumes is basic, and 
discoveries subsequent to the original 
date of publication have not resulted 
in any major changes which would 
necessitate extreme revision. The final 
volume on Great Inventions, perhaps 
shows the need of fuller revision most 
clearly, though a number of recent 
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developments have been added. It, too, 
is still valuable for historical purposes. 


The present edition is well bound in 
red buckram, trimmed with black and 
gold. Paper is good, print clear, and 
margins generous. There are many fine 
illustrations, some in color, and repro- 
duction is of good quality. 

Each volume carries its own index, 
which has consistently been revised. 
There is no inclusive index for the 
whole set. 

Though the scope of The Smithsonian 
Series is limited to the activities of one 
museum, the authors have considered 
and utilized a great range of outside 
information. The volumes are not pri- 
marily reference books, though such 
tabulations as Appendix II in volume 
3, “List of All Known Meteorites Pre- 
served in Collections” have a decided 
reference value. 


The price still seems somewhat high, 
considering that text and_ plate revi- 


sions have been so minor. However, 
libraries possessing the original set may 
be interested in purchasing individual 
copies of popular volumes, although the 
changes in this edition do not seem 
sufficiently important to necessitate re- 
placement of the entire set. For libraries 
and individuals wanting well-written, 
well-illustrated books in the fields 
covered by the set, The Smithsonian 
Series is recommended either as a 
whole or as individual volumes. 


The Universal World Reference En- 
cyclopedia; unabridged; Franklin J. 
Meine, editor-in-chief . . . foreword 
by Gordon Jennings Laing .. . 20v. 
in 10. 23cm. Chicago, Consolidated 
Book Publishers, Division of Book 
Production Industries, Inc., c1945; 
Encyclopedia Library Inc., N.Y., dis- 
tributors. illus. pl. maps. fabrikoid 


$49.90 in the U.S., $59.90 in territories 
outside the U.S. 


The verso of the title page reads: 
“Copyright 1945 by Columbia Educa- 
tional Books, Inc., Chicago. Previous 
edition [was] published under the name 
of International’s World Reference En- 
cyclopedia. Copyright 1942, 1944 by 
Columbia Educational Books, Inc. Basic 
material in this encyclopedia [was] for- 
merly copyrighted as The Standard 
American Encyclopedia by Consoli- 
dated Book Publishers, Inc. 1937, 1938, 
1939, 1940, 1941.” 


According to the January 1938 Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin review of the 
1937 edition, The Standard American 
Encyclopedia was originally published 
in 1916 by the University Society in 
twelve volumes. The 1940 edition was 
reviewed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin of October 1941. None of these 
editions have been available for com- 
parison with the one under review. 


In no place is there a statement of 
the scope, inclusion, aims or purpose, 
or for whom intended. Mr. Laing’s 
foreword of three pages is a discourse 
on encyclopedias in general. 

With the exception of a few of the 
longer articles, names of contributors 
are not given. Arrangement of the set 
is alphabetical, letter by letter. Head- 
ings in heavy type are placed at the 
top of the two-column pages as guides. 
Material in general is treated in brief 
articles by small subjects. For example, 
topics of current interest, as United 
Nations, radar, nylon, penicillin, social 
security, jet propulsion are discussed 
briefly. 

Some subjects are covered in longer 
articles from one to three columns, e.g., 
states and countries, with fairly con- 
sistently uniform information. In most 
cases facts are brought down to the 
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early 1940’s, to include mention of 
World War II. The 1940 census is used 
for statistics on the United States. 
Dates for foreign figures range chiefly 
from 1930-41 but many population fig- 
ures are either estimated or undated. 
Statistics do not always seem depend- 
able as there is considerable variation 
between some of the figures in the Uni- 
versal and in other sources. 

There seems to be a generous inclu- 
sion of biographies of Europeans, some 
not very well known, e.g., Abrabanel, 
Jewish theologian, 1437-1508; Achard, 
German chemist, 1754-1821; Ahlwardt, 
German orientalist, 1828-1909; of an- 
cient Greeks and Romans, Egyptians, 
biblical and mythological characters 
and rulers. Many contemporary per- 
sons, especially those prominent in 
government and in World War II, are 
also included. Partial lists of the biogra- 
phee’s writings are given, but there 
are few references to books about them. 

In science, zoology, botany, the arti- 


cles are comparable in length to the 
paragraphs in the Lincoln Library of 


Essential Information, 1944 edition. 
However, the Universal articles often 
give incomplete information and have 
an unsatisfactory generality and vague- 
ness about them, e.g., Swordfish: “The 
popular name derived from their for- 
midable sword-like weapon which is 
very hard and strong and capable of 
inflicting terrible wounds,” with no 
mention of the fact that the sword 
extends from the upper jaw. Or Sun- 
fish:. “The body is usually short, flat- 
tened and brightly colored,” instead of 
telling that it is olive green, often 
marked with blue, orange, and scarlet. 
Generalizations mark the descriptions 
of Petunia, Phlox, Pitcher plant, to 
mention only a few. For Constellation 
there is a clearer and more complete de- 
scription in Webster’s New Internation- 


al Dictionary, 2nd edition. Under Com- 
ets there is an excellent illustration of 
Halley’s comet but only part of the 
dates of its appearances are given. 

Some cross references, which do not 
always seem adequate, are inserted 
either following the main entry in 
parentheses, before an article, at the 
end of the article, or within an article 
(q.v.). In a general article entitled 
“Wonders of Science and Invention” 
there are brief paragraphs on Rubber, 
Radium, Gyroscope, X ray, Antiseptics, 
but no cross reference from the specific 
subjects. Okinawa has a see reference 
to World War II but there is none 
from the latter to Okinawa. Other en- 
tries not cross-referenced are: Wild 
Rice with no reference to or from Rice; 
Weather, see Meteorology and Storms, 
but not vice versa; Waves see Radio, 
Sound, Rays, but not vice versa. 

Bibliographies are rare and do not 
give complete information. The author’s 
name and title of the book are listed 
and occasionally the year of publica- 
tion is added, e.g., Sociology, Psychol- 
ogy, and Motion Pictures. 

Illustrations are numerous and many 
are taken from excellent sources; for 
the most part they are clear, but some 
like jujitsu are exceptions. Nine, well- 
printed Hammond maps of the world 
and the five continents are inserted in 
volume 1 between Adams, Charles 
Kendall, and Adams, Franklin Pierce. 
They can be located only by chance, 
as they are not referred to anywhere 
in the set and bear no relation to the 
material on the pages opposite them. 
The paper is fairly good, glazed, but 
frequently allows pictures to show 
through slightly gray on the reverse of 
the page. This is seldom dark enough 
to impair the reading of the print 
which is good, clear-cut, and evenly 
inked. 
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Following the Z entries in the last 
volume is a section of sixteen pages of 
questions and answers, called “Do You 
Know.” At the end of each brief an- 
swer is a reference to the entry in the 
main encyclopedia for further informa- 
tion. 


A separate title page identifies the 
final section, unpaged, but about a half- 
inch in thickness. It is called “Web- 
ster’s Modern Multi-pictured Diction- 
ary of the English Language. . . . based 
upon the principles adopted by Noah 
Webster, produced after the best and 
the latest authorities on language un- 
der the supervision of Franklin J. 
Meine, editor-in-chief, Jacob Koffler, 
associate editor.” An editorial staff 
of nine persons is named, and the pub- 
lisher given as the Consolidated Book 
Publishers, 1945. A footnote reads: 
“This Dictionary is not published by 
the original publishers of Webster’s 
Dictionary or by their successors.” 

The dictionary section has three 
columns to a page with entries sylla- 
bified in heavy type and definitions 
smaller but legible. Margins carry, ver- 
tically, the alphabet from the letter 
with which each page begins to Z. 
Small drawings intersperse the text. 
Pronunciation is given with a key. at 
the foot of the page; derivations are 
omitted; unusual plurals and the for- 
mation of irregular verbs are given. 
Definitions are concise and adequate 
though brief, as only the most common 
are given. 

Binding is flexible and strong in red 
fabrikoid with gold lettering on the 
back. Endpapers are in a red and 
white design depicting the progress of 
civilization. The labeling on the back 
of the volume is overlapping in each 
case: v.1-2 A-Berg, v.3-4 Berg-Cler, 
v.5-6 Cler-Field, etc. Two volumes be- 


gin in the middle of a sentence; one of 
them in the middle of a word. 

The up-to-dateness of many of the 
articles is commendable. However, be- 
cause of its superficial treatment of 
subject matter, apparent carelessness in 
statistical data, and lack of adequate 
cross references, the Universal World 
Reference Encyclopedia does not meet 
the standards necessary for an entirely 
adequate and reliable reference work. 
It may have some use for libraries and 
individuals who may be satisfied with 
extremely generalized and brief infor- 
mation, but it is not recommended for 
first purchase. 


The World’s Great Events; an indexed 
history of the world from earliest 
times to the present day ... 10v. 
21cm. New York, P. F. Collier & Son 
Co., c1908-1945. col. fronts. pl. ports. 
cloth $24 (26 per cent discount to 
accredited schools and libraries, net 
prepaid price $17.76). 


The World’s Great Events is a ten 
volume collection of selections from 
history and literature which are chron- 
ologically arranged and which cover 
leading events in world history from 
early civilization to the present day. 
Excerpts from the works of famous 
historians and essayists are included 
and in the volumes dealing with the 
contemporary scene well-known jour- 
nalists are quoted. No mention is made 
of the editor or editorial board. 

According to the preface this set 
“presents history by events in detail 
and does not pretend to give a general 
review of human progress.” The pub- 
lishers further state that some events 
are described without reference to con- 
temporary history, as for example the 
excerpt from Carlyle’s account of the 
fall of the Bastille. Other selections 
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show broader treatment, e.g. “The 
Siege of Syracuse,” by Creasy which 
“gives a comprehensive view of Greek 
politics of the day.” 

A list of some of the chapter head= 
ings indicates the nature of the ‘ma- 
terial included: “The Founding of 
Rome,” Plutarch; “Plague of Athens,” 
Thucydides; “Braddock’s Defeat,” 
James Grant; “Rise of Feudalism,” 
Charles H. Pearson; “The Panama 
Canal,” Stephen Bonsal. Occasional 
chapters give biographical sketches of 
famous persons and many battles of 
history are described. The length of 
the chapters varies from ten to twenty 
pages. The editors have inserted short 
paragraphs in parentheses at the end 
of most of the chapters to summarize 
the history intervening between the 
events described in one chapter and 
the next. 

Nineteen of the thirty pages in the 
preface in volume 1 are devoted to 


“a rapid summary of the general move- 
ments and characteristics of the cen- 


” 


turies of the Christian era.” Volumes 
1 to 7 cover creation to 1904; volume 
8, 1904-1914; volume 9, 1914-1939; vol- 
ume 10, 1939 to date (September 10, 
1945). “ 

Each volume has a table of contents. 
The chronological arrangement is aided 
by a date guide on each page and there 
are marginal headings for ready ref- 
erence purposes. At the end of volume 
10 is a subject, author and analytical 
index which seems fairly adequate and 
which gives some see anc see also 
references. These sometimes duplicate, 
e.g., Maid of Orleans, iii, 216, 225, see 
also Joan of Arc, with the latter entry 
citing the same page references. 

There are colored frontispieces in 
each volume and seventy-five full page 
illustrations many of which are not well 


reprgduced. The illustrations are some- 
times poorly chosen and many are bad- 
ly placed, e.g., “Dido Building Carth- 
age” in volume 1 is between pages 62 
and 63 instead of opposite page 56 
where it properly belongs. This may, 
however, be a necessary result of the 
mechanical processes involved in book- 
making. 

Although the publishers state that 
the set is not compiled to give a com- 
plete survey of world history, the 
fact that it does not do so, detracts from 
its reference value. For the most part 
isolated incidents are given more at- 
tention than those which present an 
over-all picture of history. For example 
there are four pages on V-Day in Paris 
from Ernie Pyle’s Brave Men, yet VE 
Day is only briefly mentioned. Disas- 
ters seem to be over-emphasized, e.g., 
the San Francisco fire of 1906 is given 
eleven pages. 

The lack of complete bibliographies 
to authenticate selections is regret- 
table, Authors’ names are given but full 
bibliographic information is omitted. 
In volumes 9 and 10 sources are indi- 
cated but without specific citations. 


The binding and paper are of fair 
quality, but in some places the paper is 
insufficiently opaque and the margins 
are narrow. The paper in volume 10 is 
of more pleasing quality than the 
others. Type is large and clear. 

Since the material found in The 
World’s Great Events is available in 
many libraries in its original form, the 
set is of little value other than as a 
compilation of descriptive articles on 
historical events. It is chiefly useful as 
recreational reading. It is recommended 
for libraries and homes only for that 
purpose and not to take the place of 
the standard comprehensive world his- 
tories. 
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